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VISUAL LITERACY RESEARCH PROJECT  
Talking About Art: 

From Past to Present, Here to There 
 
Collectively, as preservice art teachers, we will work closely with 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum (SAAM) in Washington, 
DC, spending the semester actively exploring the institution and 
becoming thoroughly familiar with its art and educational 
offerings. After our initial orientation at the museum on 
Saturday, Feb 5, 2011, your first task will be to collaboratively 
design, implement and evaluate object-specific family tours on 
Sunday, March 6, 2011. Families will explore works from the 
museum’s permanent collection and special exhibitions with 
your inspiring activities. Parents and children will use their 
imagination to “step into” works of art with creative, hands-on 
activities in the galleries.  During the second half of the 
semester, you will be engaged in an in-depth interpretation of 
the layers of meaning of your selected art object work that 
includes research and meaningful comparisons with other 
works, leading to the creation of an instructional resource and an 
object-inspired artwork.  

    
a. Artful Adventures @ Smithsonian Art Museum: Family Tour Project (25%)  
In this special collaborative project, you will design and conduct an intimate family tour at the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum on Sunday, March 6, 2011. Your group tour will be based on selection, study and research of 3 or 4 art objects, 
building relationships between non-western and traditional western, as well as modern and contemporary art ideas, forms 
and contexts. Your goal is to develop object-specific strategies for effective teaching and learning in the gallery setting 
that engage family groups in meaningful aesthetic conversations. 
  
b. Instructional Resource: Becoming an Expert About a Work of Art (25%) 
To further engage students with art and history, you will create an "Instructional Resource" about your selected art object 
from the Smithsonian American Art Museum.  Your in-depth investigation will involve researching the object’s FORM + 
THEME + CONTEXT, in terms of the following: facts for viewing, big ideas worth pursuing and activities worth doing.  
Since you will compare your chosen object with other objects that enhance the meaning and history of the object, your 
research may take you to other museums and a host of websites.   Your final Instructional resource will be shared with 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum and may be submitted for publication in art education journals.  Specific 
guidelines will be discussed in class; planning forms will be available for downloading and posting on Black Board.  

 
c. "Art About Art": Studio Application and Criticism  (20%) 
In your choice of medium, you will create an interpretive work of art that reflects the in-depth study of your object at the 
Smithsonian American Art Museum.  Be as creative as you can in planning and executing the work.  Your work will be 
exhibited at our final class with feedback from SAAM educators.  You will be asked to write an artist’s statement about 
your artwork and to critique someone else's.  
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